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11:63 Am February 24, ls 
MEMOHANDUS: FOR 31h. TOLSON 

AR, BELUONT 

ME. MCSEN 

nim, SULLIVAN 

Si, LVANS 

Mik. D2 LOACH 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin, Genoral Counsel of the Preslicat's_ 
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Coainiicaion on the assasoinition ot Yresident Rennedy, called anu stated i! 


these malters in rezard to Lira. {:arina Cewald and Janes Uerbort ».arten, 


et cetera, are developing very rapidiy and the Lureau hes boon very good 
about getting reports to the Cocimlusion. tle ptated the thing ho wanted to 


' ack wo about seemed to be soimcthing he felt he ouzht to take up with mo 
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directly. Ue etated the probiom tu toatl Sarina Canwald ic now ving at the 
Ford's and presumably tha Coa:niiccloa iy golng to want her back one of 
those days and ho, Nankin, presucsed I knew about tha IMison matter, too, 
becauce I had written them about it. dir. Sonkin ctated he would hate to have 
her just run out on us, which Is oluays a poLrsivility, particularly cown in 


Dallas, and be was wondering about a slake out On her which would watch 


her and sce who is visiting hor forawhile. sir. Kankin stated ha hatedto .. , 
recommend it or urge It in view of tae expense lavoived. Jacked him how 

long he would anticipate it remaining on, and Sir, Pencin stated ha thought 

it would be according to my judjcaent. 


Itold Mr. Mankin that we plan to Interview her today, that we had. 
wanted to do so list woc% but the lawyer for fiobert Vowald was up here in 
Wasiington and acked us beiore he lett Dallas if we would poutpeno any inter- 
view with Birs. Marina Cawald until ke ce ack from the hearing up here in 
Washington aa éhe was exhausted. I stated L would gurciles that ha would be 
baci: there this morning as I thought stoucrt Cowal’ lintshca up with the 
Commission lact Friday. I stated we will want to interviaw Tobert, too, os 
w9 aro intorested in the Nixon anjle that davolopedt and also the afiatr shia 
pad with sartin; that we planned to conduct the interview of her today if sha 
-i5 available and also of Robert Cswald U hols available. Mr. ankin etated 
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Lae = they agked hiovert Cewald why he did not tell them about it ond he said he iclt 
sanet-> C8 Cormralsgion would probably know about that, but in all his answers wore 
Fears generally very good. | §.2- fe ‘ay — 
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I ctated the thiag ln the Alia iaiter which Goce not euctly ring sound 

with me da knowing the background o1 Leo uryey Uswald ane his jnaceup 

. temperancentally, ce cetera, how the wile would be aisle to lock hia bi a batiuroom 
all day; without bls kicking the door dowa because he gave evidence 0: having a 
violent temper. Mr. Rania cornunented also that he had beat her up on occasion. 
{ tated that Is the oaly angle of that story which did not seora to hold water. 1 
otuted Bhe pever mentioned it to ue at any ticice nor did Movert Cswall micniion 
it to as and that fa way we wentet to question her again because ws have not talxed 
to her since whe appeared before tue Corciniisslou ona, of courec, E.cbert Ucwald 
wag hore in Wachington. I stated it is a fact tout Richard Nixon was in Dallas 
sosielime in 1903, and Mr. Yanicin stated it was hovesber 21s, tho day be.ors 
the assagalcation, I stuted hion was invited to receive some award and Lec to 
cancel out and he got down to Dallas juct the cay before the cesuesination aod 
the question Is, wos it at that particular time, as Mrs. Cawali's story purports, 
that eve locked Lee Cswald in the “stbrooj, I stated tant ald net nuake sence 
to me. | 


i ectated we can, of Cource, stako oat tho place where Marina Cswaid 
4g now living and {Ind out who is olng in and out to Eco her at this new place, 
but my quection fz, aporouiately how loans Cows Bir. Bernwh anticicate walling. 
Nir, Tiantin stuted he would leave that to xy judgment. I etated 1 would thigs . 
if wo can Interview her tou2zy, if the new lawyer allows us to ZO cO Anu ¥'3 Live 
no objecticn if he wane to by preecnt evea, ead also Nobdert swale, that ae 
500n as we {inish those two Interviews and pct the facts acc unless there arc 
soma other angles, that particular angle will then be pretty weal botiled up fad 
we could get the informetion to the Corunission certutaly by tae mildcle of this 
week. Sir. Mankin stated that would be very helpful a6 they aavo i .artin coming 
voluntarily before the Conizalspion oa Thursday £0 if ho could get that inforr.ation 
before that, it would be elpful. I stated we can do tnat and in the meanthice we 


can put the survelillaacyg op |..arina Cavwald, 


Mir. mantiin stcted that one thiag tho new lawyer, hichcnzle (phonztic), 
gid was to brinz the cortracts wits poth motert end Marina aod while taey biove th 
acual provisions, he also hag the right to disclose anything lar sard to this 

__. matter he shouli leara irrespective of tho clicnt-lawyer relationzalp, anu 

-——~stoxenzio ascured Mr, Tankin and the Conin.isslon ha would ciate full enc 
coapicte disclosure of anything he discove red, solr, Rankin tolnks wo will 
get full cooperation from LicKenzlo. 1 slatce this {cllow John &. Thorue is 
contending he is hor lawyer. 
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Aer. tankin ctated bs has conies of Ictlerc {ro.a Thorne to} artin and 
in one he Is tereiloatlng N.artin’s relationship and there {sg another one to 
\ rs. biarina Oswald from Thorne in waich he protests tno termination of his 
ec:ployiment and one from h.artin to coth Tporne and «rs. Oswald saying he 
can't be fired. I stated 1 thought ke nad jesueda statement this morning that 
he ig still bor “contractural lawyer," that while she has a risnt to hire as many 


advisors as she secs [{it, be is etill hor “contractural lawyer.” | 


wir, Eankin continued that in hrartin's lettor he sayo he has sold 
various interests such as TY rights to Tex-Italia Eilm (phonctic) and her 
menioirs to a magazine of Hac.burc, Gormany, and he has eold the picture 
rights, ot cetera. tir, Tankin slated ‘Thorne'’s letter says they have enterad 
into contracts involving an cacess of $159, Gv, so it can oe Been what is involve. 
I cozimented this is just a nacty pyoxecown, notwithstanding her character; 
that these two individuals are colng everything in their power to make as much 
f money as they can out of ber and tnils applies to tue otner {cllow in New Yor 
| connected with Lee Cunald's mother. 


Mr. Ranicin stated that while working on this, ad would like me to _ 
keep an eyo on this thing to sce whether it looks at all lizelthis %. a wit 
possioly with any idea of trying to get rid ol *sartin and Thorna. I stated that + 
was within the realra of possibility. jar. Tankin etated it looks Ike Marina 
Oswald was pretty quick to do that, but on the other hand, Focert Oswald, iros: 
the reports, Is pretty straicht laced and ir. Wianiin thought if snc did not want 
to cet rid of then, he would not have tolercted this. 4.T. ivanklin etated he too. 
maybe she got in with Cewald over in Rugsia that Fey and maybe other thiags 
have happened over here, as tr, Fankin etateajit loos like from our reports 
it is possible something went oa before thoy catia up to Viachington altncush the 
Secret Service did at tilak thera was any opportunity, but he was certainly loo’ 
% at her any chance no Da I stated there wag plealy of opportusity here In WoLn 
invton, a3 according to the Secret Service,Ciiartin and ene stayed up to view 
television until the early hours tn the moralny ani the Secret dervico man Wks 
| in the corridor, 60 what went oo in tue roor) novody keows I ctatcd it is 
those angles wo hope to explore with her today, .r. Kania stated Gita » artle 
- chasing her and colng all those thinzs with hia wife around, be can Imagine 
what ho did when he was {reo from his wife. Ietated he had no compunction so 
Pus far as his wife was concerned a3 thoy were open and above board with the wile 
* i In the house,) I stated it is an unfortunate thinz, but what worries mie is tha 
ia nossivility of a leak rotting out on this a3 to the backcround of tua Oswald woo: 
and partin, et cetera, because those people are talking around down there ia 
Bilan, bur th Wadlt bo unfortunate to have it get oat before the Comission 
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tleu it down here as to these activitica aad anybody else who may have knowledge “y 
of it. 5 


Mir, fianiln asked Uf I cicn't think that business about ber boing 
willing to o& B.artia's mistroas had a stranye thiaz, and 1 stated I did; that 
{{ shows Certaioly the completo lack of uny cheracter and the thing that also 
luipressed me was, Lf you look at tno picture of hrs, Marina Oswald woen 
tuis happened and the picture of her afterwards, it lu alniost Uke tvvo difforent 
people, as la the second picture of her sne fs net uncitractlve, but the firse 
nicture ln Dallas, when this occurred, shows her as sloppy and uncltractive; | 
' but somebody got hold ol her aad got her {Ixcc ua and that probably put id2as 
into her head also. I stated there 1s no cucstion thtu fellow Viartin was 1a'sing 
'- Joye to her, and tha thing about buying a house.and divorcing his wife, altiouzh 
I dia not know i he was serious, wis 2 proposition and, of course, ha was 
, provsbly counting upon her moncy to buy the house. I stated there was no force, 
but co.nplete willin::;ness upon bor aad Biv part, and this Just mates har cut se 
@ pretly GQuesticnable character. |I etated that klnd of thing if it sets out Velore : 
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it 1s palled down and tho Comuifsuloa roaches a conclasion 29 to what antacid 
not to beliove, would be bac, Lletutea way she ald nct tell us about this kkt:on ; 
aiatter, I did not know as sha told us adout the General Walker c.itter. 1 - ge 
stated my reaction to this business about locking Lea Cewald Jn the baturcoin FP 
/ 4s that tacre is sometiing fleay here because she just would not be able to do Bh 
this because he had beat her up on occasion, was nasty to ker, had a bad . 
dispesitlon, and could have goltcn Gut by breaking the winslow or kicking me eS 
dovr down and she would have been pericctly helplovs and, further, che Ici fi 
' out what he didthen, as I don't thin: he would have tulien it calraly. I ctuted t 
it is a fact ison wae there the cay vciore the acsausiaaticn and it willbea i 
censational story because ha Js a forui:er Vice Presicent ond very anti- i 


cCoranaunist and Ceneral Walker is anticoncaunist end thea the fresidert of 
the United States was there. I steted it is cach a thing that you could enlarso on A 
it and have s6owe scnsationz! stories, just like tha stury of Dorotay ilsallca 
about the PBI furnishing assistance to Ituvy, that upon reading the article, you 
could sce it Gozs not support the hceaaline, out you have down there fa Dallas 
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theso "bleeding hearts” and “eobsisters"” Like cillgellcn, who will blow ¢very- 
! thing up as much as they can. I conumented I kad also wondered whore Life 
_,___Magazino got that photozrapa of Leo Oswald with the guns, but [ understand 
they got it from the Dallas Polica Vepartment. I stated my (irst knowledge 
of it was when my attention was called to it by tho Hearet peopla who had aa 
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aiyzuce copy as One of them called ie and wanted to know wno Was giving } 
o:t ana how it could bo copyrighted. ti iirs, Ceweld sole lt, tLat is one th 
bat i the Dallas Police pave it to Life, it was public property, audl acvis¢ 
the iicaret people the; ougat not to etir anything up on it, as we ald not kno 
whether the Dallas Police gave {i out or Li Afra. Cswald sold it and if shoe 
ii, it would bo subject to copyrigut, but Lf given out by a law enforcement 4 
it gould not be subject to copyright. , 


rf, sip, Tankio stated he unieretood from my Ictler that the Mixon af 
really scenied to originate from tiartloa who had been told that by jarica € 
I stated also Marina told it to overt when he went to the grave wita her, . 
canie {rom those two sources. I stated 1 did not thins we got it from hart 
from hobert. ™r. Hankin slated that biartin the s3sie day told I:obert, bi 
not say how long he bad knowa it. I gtated the original information ag I rc 
wae from Wobort who was tola It by ¢.srina and glzo by Bartin as she told 
nartin about it. 1 coinmented that way ticy did not tcll the Cos:uission, 
did not know. Tasxed u Kevbert Cswald wis questioned as to that asnect, 
2.r. Rankin stated he was sna ha sild he thougat the Coramission kaew it. 
stated thoy are going too much on assumption all the way through. I state 
, that is what worries mo as it epreacs out Sn peis tote a webaluost. I 
(we have been checking carefully in /iexica City end have additional ageali 
thera and every one we run oat fizzles out, but the avcrape Mexican in m 
opinion is a psychological liar a5 they bave visions provubly ot ectting mm! 
or being brought up for testimony, Sut 30 {ar there 13 no confirn:ation of 
various angles, but we have added sen In -.extco to try to cot that clean: 
within the next weex or ten daya, bat soucthing mors cones up every d2 


hir. Fanizin stated in connoction with the stake oat, toucsoe my O° 
jucysuent, but bofore tarcrlnating {t, to ict hin know. Ho elated azaln he 
not want to run up too much expense. I clated If we can get tho intervicy 
we will get that anc we may gant to talic to this law, cr that she now has | 
as soon us we get that we will have the facts which will bo sent in by wit 
stated we will then get it to hin, sor. Tankin, and lth asht the Comcils 
- then want to considor getting her baci qalcily and getting it on record, | 
: in the ocantime sha ts going to ve writing articles and booxs and ehe 1s 
<--—~—~ to include this tLeon thing in lt and Lf the Cozualesioa docs net have itr 
down, it will become xnown., Istatei Les Cawald was not aa individual 
to discuss thiazs with his wife other than the Walker cituation. I stated 
did occur and while we are not able ac{initoly to swear that tha éuime gt 
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ln tne Waller case ag {n tae acslarsindtion, bocause of tie wiulllation of 

bullot, there aro many Sluilar c.ares and-you Certainly cozld draw tho 

it was the game gun, but it ts one of thoze lost2nces woere you Can't sa) 

aro 109% sure, | , 


“iT, Tiankin stated there was one other thing = ickKenzle told h! 
they had mad9 a éuscestion to the lords that Decla rord be her new bay 
: I 6tated €vershody ts going to moye in On her and thera Will probably be 
a Otagrs nove In fron, other parts of the Country, and beinz tie Character 
i: {5 they need only to invite ber out and entertain her a Utlle and 649 woul: 

probably go because sho lg her Own irce ésent now. 


Lir, Kiankin stated he Lnousht it woll to check from a state oyt v 

klad of people are visiting her when she Joes not know 54 {5 uncer sur 

! I steted we c2n also consider Getting a telephone lap in there because the 
: be any trial so any information would not be excluded In a trial, but if co. 


were going to be tried it would be a ciiferent thing. Iglated we will get ¢ 
right away, | 


12:15 Pit . 


I called 2dr, Joseph Sivoo in the Comestic Intellizence Divielon a 
advised him of air. Rankin's call and bic desire to have, L possitblaa sta 
Of tue place where Airs, PeRrlna Céwald fg now living and ke is very anx!s 
know who mae 7 be Oln7 In nd coating out of thet olece 6Eelns her Ia view 
the turmoil Bi “nd also I think we ousht to consider placi 
& technical oa tae pone where she is now living. Ialso eteted Cat Dallas 
6hould be advisod that We Want to got Mrs, Oswald lntervicewed founy, hot 
had hold off because oF the request of her new lawyer and I enderetand {ro 
Manin he seas to bo & pretty decent fellow, that we Oust to cee her lod 
gol tho details of the Nixon thing. 





I stated the Commission want to bring hor back bere before taer 

- they will Just 43 soon as wo vet thls Information trom Our falerview with is 
Stated I thoucht we Ought to Interview Rovcrt Oswald also ag tothe Mixont 

sz~~ bevauso she told hig about it when he went out to the grave with hor. J g¢- 
‘ the first person 603 told was Martig Woo waa her business taansver and wt 
had relatlons with hor. I etated Norlin is untec BUvd0caaA to La back here 
before the Commiasion g0 I doubt if we can interview him or if we dld whet 

he would 6ay anythiay, but I think wo should luterview her and ncuert and} 
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lisslas wire that In at once ac we Ousat tocet tais smterial to the Comunission not 
levcr tae Wednescay 60 Our cianpower Will nos be thed down with curveilling her 
and to § also try tugetatechalcaltn. Itold MT. i200 It will raa until they sub- 
poena her back belore the Cosuntsslon ag Vearcected to lianila it Cucht to last 
only as long ay it takes us to wet tae inforc:ation to the Co:anilesion. J stated 
so0 did not tell the Cosanissioa mDything avout lt, at hol crt did, but ehe uld 
not und they want to wall it down and this co-called ES —. thet tock ploce 





‘Som atthe hotel, but wa ought to get cctells of that frorcu her todaz and get Qnoy ciher 
ee details We can irom Nodert Gud thea we Guyht to get that by Ictler to the 

“ei Cosiunission not liter than Wednccdey. tr. 31200 slated kh woull bea discreet 
oe birvelllance uncnown to her to vee wao comes und goes to ece her. I stated 
‘is also if 6he comes out, wherv she goes, tnat It required dlccretion. I told 

‘a _ &iz00 to also ece that Daliss has suificleat manpower for toa physical sure 


veillance of her anid Wie people coalag to tie Loase ouzht to be followed to ces 
who they are, Tetaled her now lawyer, iicienzie, bss 6uz ested this man 

elie lé Uving with now becowe ler baslaess ascent. Latated what the Como.ission 
+s is concorned about ls this sudden deveiopcient as io her &esuctloa and Nixon, 
| as itrc2y le2zk out. Ltold sizoo to sci hold of cates 8 and to eet ctartod on it 
right away. Lir. Sizoo etated he would, 


Very truly yours, Naw ab 
= i - _ \ 
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Joba Ecgar Loorer 
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